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Road to Independence Campaign
Raises More Than 8 Million

The Cooke Center for Learning and Development is the largest
private provider of inclusive special education services in New York
City, offering preschool programs, a K—12 school and consulting
services that support inclusive learning environments.

MORE WORK TO BE DONE TO MEET KRESGE CHALLENGE

Let it never be said that Cooke doesn't like a challenge.

Since the Kresge Foundation awarded Cooke a $750,000
challenge grant to complete its Road to Independence Cam-
paign last June, Cooke has raised nearly $275,000, bringing the
total amount raised to more than $8 million toward our $10

million goal.

Cooke is enormously grateful to all of our donors—indi-
viduals, corporations and foundations—for their unwavering

support.

But there is still much work to be done. Cooke must raise
another $1.2 million in order to meet Kresge's challenge and
receive the generous grant. In this troubled economy, that is

both a difficult and crucial task.

In order to support the independence of our students, Cooke
must plan for its own financial independence—something that
is strengthened by the campaign's Fund for Diversity. From the
beginning, Cooke has promised to accept any child that could
benefit from its programs, regardless of financial circumstance.
The Fund for Diversity allows us to maintain that promise in
lean times, keeping the Cooke Center School open to a wide
group of students from diverse backgrounds and communities.

"With so much of the road behind us,” said Cooke President
Michael Termini, “we hope that our loyal supporters, and all
those who care about the future of children with special needs,

will help see us through to the finish line.”

The Cooke Center for Learning and Development
launched the $10 million Road to Independence Campaign
to fund high-priority initiatives for
the education of children with special needs.

Contributions to the campaign support renovations to the
Cooke Center Academy High School, the Fund for Diversity —
which allows Cooke to accept students regardless of
financial means, and the advancement of inclusive
special education in New York City and beyond.

Parent Participation Rises
to Include More Than Half
of Cooke Families

Holiday Candles Help Light
the Road to Independence

In the spirit of the season, Cooke families gave the
Road to Independence Campaign a special holiday
gift: a big boost in parent participation.

By sponsoring unique holiday candles decorated
by their children, nearly 50 new Cooke families
donated to the campaign just before the Lower and
Middle School’s December 15 holiday show. Now
more than half of Cooke’s parents have contributed
to the campaign.

The increase in parent participation is signifi-
cant to the Kresge Foundation and other donors
who want to see that Cooke’s families support the
school. Cooke hopes to see all of its families con-
tribute in the coming year — at whatever level of
support they can afford.

Children decorated the candles in class and
brought them to the show, where parents proudly
took them home to display with their holiday deco-
rations. The evening show featured students sing-
ing Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanza songs, and a
sing-along to “This Little Light of Mine.”

“We are so grateful to the families who have
made campaign contributions, especially during
the holidays when everyone’s budget is tight,”
said Veronica Cook, Head of the Lower and Middle
School. “We hope that more of our families will
contribute in the New Year and help us reach our
goal of 100 percent parent participation.”
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Cooke Supporters:

THE NEXT GENERATION

Twenty-somethings

Host Hoedown for Cooke
Adeona Foundation donates $10,000
to Road to Independence Campaign

What do you get when you combine five
hard-working, charitably-minded young
bankers and their massive guest lists on
Halloween? A hoedown benefit, of course!

Founded by a group of five friends, The
Adeona Foundation raised $10,000 for the
Cooke Center's Road to Independence
Campaign at their Halloween party on
Oct. 25 in Manhattan.

The group's founders — all in their 20s
— had hosted many parties together. This
year, they decided to make them count.

"We said, "Why not do it for charity?”
said Chad Burdette, one of the group's
founders.

The young men had a special connec-
tion to Cooke through their friend Charles
Miller, son of Cooke Board member Roger

Brearley Students

Keyght Robards (bottom left) with her class at Brearley.

A personal connection makes a big difference
when deciding to make a charitable donation
— especially among high school students.
Keyght Robards' classmates at the all
girls' Brearley School in New York recently
donated $3500 to the Road to Indepen-
dence Campaign after hearing Keyght

Miller and brother of Nicky Miller, a former
Cooke student who passed away in 2006.

With their October bash, Cooke became
Adeona’s first grantee.

More than 500 friends attended the
hoedown at Johnny Utah's, a country-
western bar near Rockefeller Center, with
another 100 on the waiting list. Decked
out in headdresses and cowboy hats, guests
partied into the night and took turns on the
mechanical bull.

Despite being incredibly busy, each of
the founders made it a point to show up
to a November visit to the Cooke Center
Academy. They visited classrooms and
joked with the kids. They even watched
as the students decorated for their own
hoedown dance, to be held later that night.

describe how Cooke has
helped her brothers, Chris-
topher and David, as well

as many other children with
special needs. The girls' gift
brings Cooke even closer to
meeting the Kresge chal-
lenge and completing the
campaign.

The students raised several
thousand dollars through a
class-sponsored carnival and
were trying to decide what
to do with the money. Several students made
pitches for various charities. Keyght's class-
mates said they chose Cooke because they
were touched by her description of how it
has helped her brothers lead productive and
happy lives. They were also happy to give to
a local organization that supports education.

Before they left, the group vowed to

remain involved in Cooke's fundraising
efforts and help Cooke reach out to the
under-35 set. Then they presented Acad-
emy Head Mary Munsch with a check for

$10,000.
Co-founder Clark Finney said making

Adeona’s first donation was an important

occasion. "This is very special for us,” he said.

Above: Adeona
founders visit
the Cooke
Center Academy.

Left: Coincidentally,
Cooke students

had their own
hoedown dance

just after the
Adeona group’s visit.

Support Cooke — and their Classmate

Keyght's brother Christopher, who has a
seizure disorder and global developmental
delays, is now a junior at the Cooke
Center Academy, learning the daily liv-
ing skills he will need to have a job after
graduation. David, a 2005 Cooke gradu-
ate, has Down Syndrome. He now has a
paying job as a stock associate at the NBA
Store in Manhattan.

Keyght's parents, Tom and Karen Ro-
bards, are co-founders of the Cooke Cen-
ter. "l am glad that Keyght had the courage
to talk about such a personal cause and
grateful to her classmates for responding to
her presentation. They are a great group of
young women,” said Mrs. Robards, Cooke's
Chair Emerita.

"Cooke has made a huge difference for
our family,” Keyght said, “and | thank my
classmates for choosing to support Cooke.”



Save the Date!
Cooke’s Spring Gala
to be Held on April 27

Oz-themed event will honor Lon Jacobs
and NASDAQ OMX; Proceeds will help meet
Kresge’s Road to Independence Challenge

Grab your ruby slippers and get ready to head on down the
yellow brick road!

With our high-schoolers performing the Wizard of Oz this
May, Cooke's Spring Gala will echo what our families tell us
year after year: There's no place like Cooke.

The April 27 event held at Cipriani 42nd Street will honor
Lon Jacobs and NADSAQ OMX for their dedication to Cooke's
students and families.

Lon Jacobs, Cooke's Board chairman, will receive Cooke's
Founders' Award. Senior executive vice president and group
general counsel of News Corporation, Mr. Jacobs is the father
of Molly, a former Cooke student. Through his invaluable stew-
ardship, Mr. Jacobs has worked tirelessly to help bring Cooke
to the next level of organizational development and increase our
base of support. NewsCorp has been an extraordinarily gener-
ous friend to Cooke as well, providing leadership support to the
Road to Independence Campaign and offering our high school
students employment experience through paid internships at the
company.

NASDAQ OMX will receive Cooke's Road to Independence
Award. Bruce Aust, executive vice president, corporate client
group at NASDAQ OMX, will accept the award on the com-
pany’s behalf. NASDAQ has strengthened our students’ indepen-
dence by generously supporting our technology efforts and our
planned postsecondary program.

Last year our high schoolers rang NASDAQ's closing bell just
before the May gala, and watched in delight as their pictures
flashed across the giant NASDAQ video tower in Times Square.
The company will host Cooke for another closing bell ceremony
on April 23, just before this year's event.

Gala invitations will be sent in the early spring.

For more information about the gala,
please call Scott Perrin at (212) 957-9155.

RED CARPET, ANYONE?

Who is that with High School Musical star Corbin Bleu?
Oh, just his new pal—Cooke Center Academy student
Julia Bhyunn!

Julia became the envy of all her friends when she went
to the MTV Video Music Awards this year in Hollywood.

"It was the thrill of her life,” said her mom Susan Bhyunn,
who scored the tickets during the auction at last year's
Spring Gala.

Julia was surrounded by teen-set A-listers, including the
cast of the new hit vampire movie Twilight and, of course,
the stars of High School Musical.

"We met Miley Cyrus, we met Michael Phelps...we were
so star struck!” said Ms. Bhyunn, adding that Julia cried when
she first met Corbin Bleu. "He's her favorite,” she said.

The auction package also included a tour of the Fox lot
and a New York movie premiere of the winner's choosing.
Ms. Bhyunn took two of her friends to see Australia and had
a "mom’s night out.”

The fact that the Hollywood package came as a result of a
donation to Cooke, "made it even better,” said Ms. Bhyunn.
Julia has been with Cooke since kindergarten, for which her
mother—a single working mom—is very grateful. "Julia has
been through a lot for a child her age,” she said. “Without
Cooke, I don't know where I'd be.”

But she does know where she'll be on April 27: Cipriani
42nd Street—checking out all the auction prizes!

"We can't wait to see what's being offered at the next gala,”

she said.

At Cooke’s 2008 Spring
Gala, 30 guests jump-
started our school’s
technology program by
pledging $1000 each to
purchase a computer for

a student. Cooke is enor-
mously grateful for these
donations, which were

a catalyst for additional
technology grants from the
Hyde and Watson Founda-
tion and NASDAQ OMX.
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The Cooke Center is grateful for the support of the following donors who have made a gift to the Road to Independence Campaign.

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
100,000 +

Altman Foundation

Anonymous

Marcia and Michael Beck

The Bok Family Foundation

The Carson Family Charitable Trust
June Eichbaum and Kenneth Wirfel
Carlie and Neal S. Garonzik

Marc Haas Foundation

The Hearst Foundation

Christine and Kevin Hennessey
Hogan & Hartson, LLP

Hannah and Lon Jacobs

Maher Family Foundation

The Moody's Foundation

News Corporation Foundation
Robert and Kate Niehaus Foundation
Louise M. Parent and John Casaly
Karen and Tom Robards

Dr. Elsa Roe

The Saxe Family

Peter Jay Sharp Foundation

Starr Foundation

Margie and Nate Thorne

$25,000 +

Anonymous

Bridgemill Foundation

CIT Group, Inc.

Deborah Cooper and Daniel Sternberg
Dreamworks

Michelle Ferguson

Forest City Ratner Companies

Fox News

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher, LLP
Goldman Sachs

Hearst Corporation

Heckscher Foundation

Hill Holliday

Hyde & Watson Foundation
Robert and Ardis James Foundation
JPMorganChase Bank

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Leach

Loeb and Loeb, LLP

Kate and Joel Millonzi

Morgan Stanley Foundation

MTYV Networks

NASDAQ OMX Education Foundation
Patricia Nooy and Roger W. Miller
The Offensend Family Foundation
O'Neal Family Foundation

Cindy and David Pinter

Rattner Family Foundation

Susan and William Rifkin

Saban Family Foundation

Eileen Caulfield Schwab

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP
Time Warner, Inc.

Triarc Companies, Inc.

Lee and Cynthia Vance Foundation

Viacom

Vinson & Elkins, LLP

Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz LLP
Barbara and Michael Zimmerman

Susanna Aaron and Gary Ginsberg
Hala Aboulhosn
Julie Abramowitz
ABS Charitable Foundation
The Adeona Foundation
American Express Company
Penny and Joseph Annecco
Anonymous
Elke and Mario Archangel
ASM Mechanical Systems
Rachel Aydt and James Burton
Banner Family Fund
Sheryl Barometre
Deborah and Paul Bartel
Muna Belbase
Joanne Beltempo
Jamal Bermudez
Bernard Family Charitable Fund
Hermine Berowitz
Zainab Bhatti
Susan Bhyunn
Ellen Bickal and Gary Bieber
Kathleen and Chris Boak
Valerie Boom and James Gunderson
Sylvia and Neil Bradley
Dr. Naomi Bravmann and

Dr. Andrew Martin
Brearley School Class of 2010
Leslie and Fred Bright
Genna Brower
Anna and Thomas Bryan
Harriett and Tom Burnett Family
Foundation
DeNeen Butler
Cynthia Butler
Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Butts 11
Maritza Caba
Rita Calderon
Jenny Cantanero
Elizabeth and Kenneth Carr
Damaris Castillo
CB Richard Ellis
Centerview Partners
Bethany Chase
Joanne Chiu
Jennifer Cho
Mary Clancy
Lee Clancy
Lisanne Clapp
Clermont Communications Group
Veronica Cook
Emily Cozart-Mason
Norma Cruz
Georgina Cyrillien and Eric Edwards
Debevoise & Plimpton, LLP

If you would like more information on

The Road to Independence Campaign, please contact

Patti Schaefer at pschaefer@cookecenter.org

Lorraine Deeb-Castley

Fred Demenus

Susan Devlin

Norka Diaz

Carol and James Dillon
Christie DiStefano

Dodgers Dream Foundation
Jaime Dorado

Kathleen and Lawrence Dunne
Lynn Edelstein

Kat Ellis-Hernandez
Anthony Lennon Fahey
Nan Fedak

Eric Federman

Esther Fernandez

Jessica Fernandez

Gail Fevrier

Joselyn Fine

Maria and Ivan Galegos

Dr. Eleanor Galenson

John Gallin & Son.

Betty Garcia

Marian Gassman

E. Ann Gill and Robert Hempel
Patricia Godoy

Rose Gomez

Thomas Goodridge

Jennifer and Russell Gribbin
Janet Griffith

Jen Grotas

Mario Gutierrez

Pamela Guzman

Karen Hagberg and Mark Jackson
Anne Halligan

Nicole Hall

Haeng Eum Han and Jang Kyu Moon
Aya Hasegawa

Danielle Helfand

Miriam Hendel and Sheldon Steiger
Norma Hendricks

Robin Henry

Anna Hernandez

Birgit and Lenny Hickey
Janet Hon

Deborah and Edward Horowitz
Robert Hughes

Larry D. Hunter

Frank lannelli

Barbara Isenstadt

Kesha Jackson

Leslie and Charles Jeffries
JLS Industries

Charlayne Jones

Brenda and Peter Jordan

Art Kerber

Nahede Khosrovi

Laurin and Norman Kleiman
Jonathan Knee

Vera Kohn

Rea Kolski

Victor A. Kovner, Esq.

Vicki Kristal

L&L Holding Company

Nicole LaRosa

Robin Lawrence and Sonny France
Miguel and Cynthia Lee
Thomas H. Lee Capital, LLC
Carol and Jack P. Levin

Edward Levy

Joseph Levy

Jessica Liebov

Rachel Lipton

Antoinette Little

Anne-Marie and Peter Livoti
Haydee Lorenzo

Ricki and Mitchell Lubart
Nicole Lucin and Giovanni Briones
Elizabeth Lunbeck and Gary Gerstle
Patrick and Patricia Lynch

Tara Lynch

Jillian Ma

Mihoko Manabe and Edward Kim
Maniatty Foundation

Jacqueline and Genaro Marrero
Brigitte Martel

Kevin Martinez

Mr. and Mrs. Mario Mastrangelo
Bernard J. McDonald

Valerie McDonald and Khadim Ngom
Inez and William McMahon
Steven Medwid

The Meguid Family

Liske Mendoza

Kyoko and Toshio Mikami
Catherine Miranda

Akiko Miyake

Leslie Moorer

Sara and Felix Morales

Blanca Morales

Yajaira Morel

Mary Munsch

Rachel Munz

Elizabeth Munz

Shira and Joseph Nahmias

NBC Universal

Dr. Neil Newman

Martha and Frankie Nunez
Cynthia Ortiz and Maria Casiano
Bindia Patel

Patton Boggs

Linda and Joseph Pehrson
Emma Pena

Kristie Perkins

Maria Pia and Jeffrey Negron
Dariana Pichardo

Dina Pilgrim

Leonard Plaia

Tonya Pope

Patria Portes

Daniela Prutica-Whitlow

Joseph R. Puskarz

Tara Quinn

Mary Ann and Bruno Quinson
Maria and Johnny Rahman
Eileen Red

Kelly Reina

Related Partners

Margareta Reyes-Mora

Ruth Reynoso

Susan Robinson

Luis Rosario

Laurel Rossi and Joseph Filippone
Judith and Bennett Roth
Howard J. Rubenstein
Beatrice Sabum and Okor Ogbu
Tina Santiago

Susan and Gerald Schwartz
Phyllis Schwartz

Linda Schwartz

Susan and Joel Shapiro

Jamie Sildar

Kathryn Simic

Roberta Simon-Hollander
Amanda Slatus

James E. Silberman

Ted Sonde

Audrey Ann Soto

Dina Spiegel

Bernard and Anne Spitzer Foundation
Sarah Stapleton

Lissa Steele and Vince Pisano
Anthony Stewart

Kalyani A. Subramaniam
Sharon Sullivan

Bob and Nancy Swain

Hope Taylor

Michael Termini

Patricia Thakkar

Katherine and Alan Trager
Virginia Trainor

Cheryl Tuttle

UBS Securities

Katty Vargas

Lisa and Javier Vega

Crystal M. Vick-Sawyer
Clifford and Marielena Hurvich
Karen and David Waltuck
Lauren Weisfelner

Lee Weisfogel

White Flowers Foundation
Darlene White

Leah Wilcox

Erica Wolff

Maureen Wycisk
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